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members of the Alpine Club. He made a virgin ascent of the
Aiguille des Petits Gharmoz and traversed the Giglistocke without
guides ; and long before the Swiss Alpine Club had provided
shelters and facilities for climbers, he had ascended the Ortler,
the Aiguille d'Argentiere,the Finsteraarhorn, a most arduous peak;
and, following Whymper's conquest, was one of the first thereafter
in 1879 to scale the Matterhorn. In the guest books of some of
the oldest and most remote inns, in later years, I have traced
the record of some of his climbs, which are accompanied always
by witty observations. And except for first-class ascents he never
employed porters or the more experienced men who were just
forming themselves into a corps of qualified guides. He used to
make great hops from one valley to another, alone, journeys in
which the modern climber almost invariably employs a guide.

From Lauterbrunncn he tracked as the crow flies to Ried in
the Loetschental, traversing the high and difficult Tsingel and
Telli Glaciers. From Zermatt he traversed beneath the towering
Dent Blanche, and then over miles of glacier and snowfields
down to Arolla; and again from this Mecca of mountaineers
over the precipitous pass of the Col de Collon at eleven thousand
feet, down to the wild and rugged valley of the Valtournanchc.
In my own far lesser mountaineering experience I have always
felt the thrill of lone mountaineering or accompanied by one
friend, as opposed to the more elaborate excursions which I have
made accompanied by guides, ropes, and the insurance policies
of climbers.

In an age when the clamour of the market-place already had
begun to call ever more loudly to those engaged in the leadership
of industry and commerce, this flight to the Alps undoubtedly
contributed to my father's mind that gaiety and purity which
later exemplified itself in his devotion to music and to the
Church, The rewards of mountaineering are the richest, of the
finest quality, offered by a civilized world. The stimulation to
the mind and spirit of attaining to heights sublime, through
tempest and difficulty, is unmatched. The emotions experienced
during a struggle with the elements, with sometimes a thousand
feet of sheer space between the physical body and eternity,
moving foot by foot up the rocky face of some defiant Colossus,
or crossing stealthily across mountains of jagged ice, remain rich
in the memory.

These arc the feelings which give renewed zest to the weary
soul, fresh impetus to ambition, a strengthening of the whole